
 JAPANESE
LESSON



THE JAPANESE ALPHABETS
HIRAGANA
KATAKANA
KANJI

IN THE JAPANESE ALPHABETS, WE HAVE 3 DIFFERENT WRITING TYLES

KANJI COMES FROM CHINA SO WHEN YOU KNOW JAPANESE WELL, YOU
WILL BE ABLE TO READ CHINESE A LITTLE TOO!
HIRAGANA AND KATAKANA ARE THE 
JAPANESE  TWO NATIVE WRITING STYLES — HIRAGANA AND KATAKANA.
TOGETHER THEY'RE KNOWN AS KANA. IN OTHER WORDS, HIRAGANA AND
KATAKANA ARE TWO DIFFERENT WAYS TO WRITE THE SAME THING.



HIRAGANA

LIKE THE ENGLISH ALPHABET, EACH HIRAGANA
LETTER REPRESENTS A SPECIFIC SOUND AND

DOES NOT HAVE ANY MEANING PER SE.
BUT UNLIKE ENGLISH, THERE IS ONLY ONE WAY
OF PRONOUNCING A SINGLE HIRAGANA LETTER

OR COMBINATION OF LETTERS.



FOR EXAMPLE, ‘E’ CAN BE PRONOUNCED MANY
DIFFERENT WAY IN ENGLISH, AS IN RED, REDO,

POORER… 

あ お
ち



え



KATAKANA

Katakana are another way of writing the hiragana sounds
and are usually used for foreign words:

カ
メ

サ

ト
ヒ

メ ミ



KANJI

The Japanese imported kanji from china
a long time ago and absorbed it into
their language by assigning Japanese

meanings. 



Kanji are different from hiragana and
katakana because they have specific

meanings. 

山

人

友達愛

川


